
 
So this is Liszt sonetto 104, based by Petracek. It’s based on the idea of unrequited 

love and he wrote a lot of sonnets about a woman that he fell in love with. However, 

many experts believe that this woman never existed. I tried to channel that while I was 

playing, but it’s really hard to fall in love with someone that doesn’t exist. I tried my best 

and I hope it sounds like someone pining after someone. 

I started piano in MI when I was five. I just wanted to learn the basics, like Twinkle 

Twinkle. We had a really bad piano that was two notes off key, and it was really really 

bad, but I tried to learn with my mom. Then, I watched a movie of two guys having a 

piano battle and it inspired me to go back to lessons in the seventh grade, and I met my 

current teacher. 

You had to audition to become her student, she asked me to play what I had on hand. I 

played everything wrong except the notes, she said “your expression was good, but 

what is this note?” And I said “I don’t know,” and she was like “oh no, that’s so sad.” She 

taught me how to hold out my hands and sit like it was the first lesson of piano. I was so 

frustrated because I wasn’t as good as I thought I was after she clocked me. She 

thought the best way to make me improve was to go to a piano competition. She gave 

me a Chopin etude and it was very difficult. Etudes are made for showing off technique 

so it took a lot of practice. 

My piano teacher has this thing where you have to eat two bananas 30 minutes before. 

I hate bananas, but I did it because she said to and her word is law. But I think it was 

the placebo effect. The venue was very small with only parents. I went onstage and 

blanked out and I still don’t remember playing. I had been working on the etude for an 

entire year. It’s called the B etude because it was very overwhelming, but it was fun. But 

when I got up there I totally skipped the first page. 

I still mess up but I’m more comfortable playing in front of people and being on stage. 

With experience you learn how to get better, that’s the only way. 

Music is my release from my life and school stress, but it can also be a stress itself as it 

can be a stress in itself. It taught me to be more expressive but it taught me how to. 

Music is the universal language and I like to use it to communicate. 



I want the first big purchase I make alone to be a piano. I feel like I enjoy piano as a 

hobby not a career. I feel like it will always be something I enjoy. 

[AL introducing the piece being played] 

 

You’ve been listening to the first episode of StoryTime, produced by Shae Rickel Urias. 

To check up on future episodes, go to WHJE.com or search StoryTime on Soundcloud. 

Until next time. 


