ANNA NELSEN

EPISODE S SCRIPT

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [0:00-0:03]

I LOVE MUSIC BECAUSE OF THE WAY IT MAKES ME FEEL; I LOVE MUSIC BECAUSE OF
THE PEOPLE THAT ARE IN IT, AND I LOVE MUSIC BECAUSE THE THINGS IT ALLOWS ME
TO DO.

[0:03-0:12]

SO I STARTED PIANO IN KINDERGARTEN, AND THEN I STARTED VIOLIN IN FIFTH GRADE,
AND THEN I STARTED VIOLA IN SEVENTH GRADE, SO AT THIS POINT I'VE HAD FIVE TO

SIX YEARS ON THE VIOLA. [0:13-0:22]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES BACK IN, THEN OUT [0:22-0:27]

CRYSTAL XUE IS A SENIOR AT CARMEL HIGH SCHOOL. SHE PLAYS THE VIOLA IN THE

CAMERATA AND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRAS. MUSIC HAS BEEN A BIG PART OF HER LIFE

FOR A LONG TIME, AND IT HAS BECOME ONE OF HER BIGGEST PASSIONS. [0:28-0:40]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES BACK IN, THEN OUT

[0:40-0:45]



YOU’RE LISTENING TO MUSIC TO MY EARS ON NINETY ONE POINT THREE, W-H-J-E. ’'M

ANNA NELSEN. [0:46-0:52]
CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES BACK IN, THEN OUT [0:53-0:59]
CLIP TWO OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [1:01-1:08]

I THINK MY FIRST CONCRETE MEMORY WAS MY FIRST PIANO LESSON WITH MY
TEACHER ADA SHEBANOVA, AND I GOT ABSOLUTELY RAILED ON DURING THAT
LESSON, IT ALWAYS JUST KIND OF STUCK WITH ME AS THIS IDEA OF MUSIC BEING THIS
UNREACHABLE PERFECT, AND WE ALWAYS AS MUSICIANS TRY TO GET CLOSER AND
CLOSER, BUT UM FOR A LOT OF US JUST DEPENDING ON WHERE WE LAY IN OUR
INTERESTS AND OUR COMMITMENT LEVELS, THAT LOOKS DIFFERENT FOR EVERYBODY.

[1:08-1:33]

I THINK AT ONE POINT IN MIDDLE SCHOOL BECAUSE A LOT OF THE OTHER STUDENTS
WERE LEARNING LIKE, “WHAT IS A BOW,” “WHAT IS A VIOLIN?,” “HOW DOES THIS MAKE
SENSE TOGETHER?” A LOT OF THE STUDENTS WHO HAD ALREADY TAKEN PRIVATE
LESSONS WERE ASKED TO STEP OUTSIDE INTO THE PRACTICE ROOMS SO WE DON’T
DISTURB THEM, AND WE CAN ALSO CONTINUE TO WORK ON OUR OWN PRIVATE

MUSICAL DEVELOPMENT. [1:35-1:54]



DIRECTOR OF ORCHESTRAS, ELISABETH OHLY-DAVIS, BELIEVES THAT CRYSTAL’S
SELF-ADVOCACY HAS BEEN A KEY TO HER SUCCESS IN THE ORCHESTRA PROGRAM AT

CARMEL. [1:55-2:03]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [2:04-2:09]
CRYSTAL CAME IN AS A REALLY STRONG PLAYER, AND I WOULD SAY ONE OF THE
THINGS THAT REALLY MADE HER STAND OUT WAS THE FACT THAT SHE
SELF-ADVOCATED FOR HERSELF; SOMEHOW SHE GOT LEFT OFF THE LIST OF MIDDLE
SCHOOL RECOMMENDEES FOR PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA, AND SHE CONTACTED MR.
FRIZZI AFTER EIGHTH GRADE AND SAID I HAVEN’T GOTTEN AN INVITATION TO
PHILHARMONIC, AND MR. FRIZZI EMAILED ME, AND SHE AUDITIONED LATE, AND BUT
OBVIOUSLY SHE DID A GREAT JOB, AND SO SHE WAS ABLE TO JOIN US IN
PHILHARMONIC RIGHT OFF THE BAT, AND SHE HAS PROGRESSED STEADILY EVER SINCE

THROUGH SYMPHONY, AND NOW IN CAMERATA. [2:10-2:52]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [2:53-2:57]

THOMAS CHEN DIRECTS THE SYMPHONY AND CAMERATA ORCHESTRAS AT CARMEL
HIGH SCHOOL. THROUGHOUT HIS TIME TEACHING HERE, HE HAS SEEN THE IMPACT OF

CRYSTAL’S LEADERSHIP SKILLS ON THE ORCHESTRA. [2:58-3:08]

CRYSTAL ADDS ANOTHER LAYER OF LEADERSHIP AS A SENIOR MEMBER OF CAMERATA
ORCHESTRA, SO SHE’S NOT AFRAID TO ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MUSIC, AND

SOMETIMES GIVES POINTED FEEDBACK ABOUT THE GROUP’S PLAYING AND WHAT



SHE’S HEARING, SO SHE ALREADY HAS A LOT OF THE YOUNG ADULT, ADULT QUALITIES
THAT WE TRY TO INSTILL IN STUDENTS IN THEIR TIME IN HIGH SCHOOL.

[3:08-3:33]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [3:34-3:39]

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF ORCHESTRAS, MAGGIE HITE, AGREES THAT CRYSTAL’S

LEADERSHIP IS ESSENTIAL TO THE ORCHESTRA. [3:40-3:45]

WHEN I THINK OF CRYSTAL, THAT’S ONE OF THE FIRST WORDS THAT COMES TO MIND,
LEADERSHIP. I THINK SHE’S JUST SUCH A STRONG LEADER IN THE PROGRAM; WE SAW
THAT HER FRESHMAN YEAR, BUT I THINK THAT LEADERSHIP HAS JUST CONTINUED TO
BLOSSOM. SHE JUST HAS THAT LEADERSHIP WHEN SHE PLAYS, AND THEN SHE ASKS
THE QUESTIONS THAT MAYBE OTHERS HAVEN’T THOUGHT OF, OR ARE TOO SHY MAYBE
TO ASK IN FRONT, SO SHE REALLY ADDS A LOT TO THE SECTION.

[3:46-4:16]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [4:16-4:24]
I THINK THAT SHE HAS A PRESENCE ABOUT HER. I THINK SHE JUST DOES YOU KNOW
WALK IN A ROOM AND LIKE IMMEDIATELY LIKE YOU KIND OF KNOW SHE’S THERE;

SHE’S NOT SOMEONE WHO WOULD SHY AWAY. SHE HAS PRESENCE. [4:24-4:40]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [4:40-4:44]



CAMERATA IS A GROUP OF RIGHT NOW SIXTEEN STRING MUSICIANS SUPPOSEDLY A
LOT MORE OF THE MORE EXPERIENCED MEMBERS, POSSIBLY MORE TECHNICALLY AND
MUSICALLY ADVANCED THAN OUR SYMPHONY COUNTERPARTS. WE’RE SUPPOSED TO
BE SEEN AS LEADERSHIP ROLES IN THE SYMPHONY AND JUST GENERALLY KNOW OUR

STUFF AND DO IT WELL. [4:44-5:04]

THEORETICALLY I'M SUPPOSED TO PRACTICE AN HOUR A DAY, WHICH I THINK WAS
DEFINITELY A REALITY IN FRESHMAN AND SOPHOMORE YEAR, BUT IN JUNIOR AND
SENIOR YEAR WHEN YOU HAVE THINGS LIKE COLLEGE APPS AND A-C-T AND S-A-T, IT
QUICKLY TURNS INTO AT BEST FORTY FIVE MINUTES A DAY ON NON-REHEARSAL
DAYS, AND AT WORST, YOU JUST DON’T REALLY PRACTICE.

[5:06-5:23]

ONE OF THE THINGS I ALWAYS TRY TO DO IS TO PLAN OUT MY PRACTICE BEFORE I
PRACTICE, WHICH SOUNDS REALLY EXTRA, BUT IT’S REALLY HELPFUL, FOR EXAMPLE
IF I KNOW THAT I NEED TO GET THIS PORTION OF A SONG UP TO LIKE ONE HUNDRED
TWENTY BEATS A QUARTER NOTE, I'LL JUST WORK ON THAT UNTIL I GET TO ONE
HUNDRED TWENTY, AND ONCE I DID, I CAN CHECK IT OFF MY LIST AND MOVE ON, THAT
WAY I CAN DO A LOT OF THINGS IN THE TIME THAT I HAVE AND NOT JUST BE SON
INGRAINED ON ONE AND I DON’T KNOW WHAT TO MOVE ON ONCE THAT’S DONE.
[5:24-5:48]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [5:49-5:59]



OVER TIME I’'VE REALLY DEVELOPED A LOVE FOR IT; I THINK IT’S A REALLY GOOD WAY
TO EXPRESS YOURSELF, AND A REALLY GOOD WAY TO PURSUE THAT

SELF-FULFILLMENT, SELF-ENJOYMENT. [6:00-6:07]

WELL IF WE’RE PERFORMING, I GET VERY NERVOUS, BUT WHEN I’'M JUST PLAYING
MUSIC ON MY OWN UM, IT MAKES ME FEEL VERY PASSIONATE AT TIME, OR OTHER
TIMES VERY PEACEFUL DEPENDING ON THE TYPE OF MUSIC THAT I’'M PLAYING, BUT I
THINK I ALWAYS COME OUT A LITTLE BIT EMOTIONALLY LIGHTER SO TO SPEAK LIKE I,

HAVE EXPRESSED SOMETHING. [6:08-6:24]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [6:25-6:31]

ONE OF MY FAVORITE PART IS THE COMMUNITY THAT YOU BUILD. A LOT OF MY
REALLY GOOD FRIENDS IN SCHOOL ALL PLAY STRING INSTRUMENTS, MOST OF THEM
ARE ALL IN SYMPHONY, AND I THINK JUST GROWING UP TOGETHER SO TO SPEAK FROM
FRESHMAN YEAR TO SENIOR YEAR, YOU REALLY GET TO SEE THE EVOLUTION OF
MUSICIANS ALONGSIDE YOU.

[6:32-6:48]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [6:48-6:52]

SOPHOMORE YEAR WE WERE NEARING ISSMA STATE COMPETITION, WHICH IS OUR BIG

FLAGSHIP COMPETITION OF THE YEAR, AND IT’S A KERFUFFLE, AND WE WERE HAVING

REALLY HARD REHEARSALS ALL IN A ROW, AND I THINK IN THIS ONE REHEARSAL IT



WAS LIKE THE LAST ONE, OR MAYBE THE SECOND TO LAST ONE RIGHT BEFORE STATE,
AND I JUST HAD THIS MOMENT OF PURE CLARITY IN MY REHEARSAL; I WAS LIKE THE
MUSIC, I'M PLAYING THIS LIKE RIGHT, OR AS RIGHT AS I CAN IN MY TECHNICAL STAGE
THAT I WAS, AND I FELT SO AT PEACE, AND THAT IS ONE OF THOSE THINGS THAT 1
THINK AS I CAN IN MY TECHNICAL STAGE THAT I WAS AND I FELT SO AT PEACE, AND
THAT IS ONE OF THOSE THINGS THAT I THINK, AS A MUSICIAN FOR ME, I CONSTANTLY
CHASE, BUT I SO RARELY GET TO FEEL, AND I FELT IT IN THAT MOMENT.

[6:54-7:32]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [7:58-8:06]

ONE THING THAT I WISH SOMEONE WOULD’VE TOLD ME BEFORE IT JUST GO FOR IT. I
THINK A LOT OF TIMES WE’RE ALL SO FOCUSED ON THIS IDEA OF PERFECTION LIKE THE
NOTES HAVE TO BE PERFECTLY THERE, EVERYTHING HAS TO SOUND REALLY GOOD,
BUT IN REALITY MUSIC IS MORE ABOUT THE WAY YOU FEEL, HOW YOU CONNECT WITH
THE AUDIENCE, RATHER THAN WHAT VERY CONCRETELY AND DIRECTLY COMES OUT
OF YOUR INSTRUMENT.

[8:06-8:24]

CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [8:24-8:30]

ALL MUSIC IN THIS PIECE WAS PLAYED BY CRYSTAL XUE. TO HEAR PREVIOUS EPISODES

OF MUSIC TO MY EARS, GO TO W-H-J-E DOT COM. FOR W-H-J-E, THIS HAS BEEN ANNA

NELSEN. MORE STORIES LIKE THIS CAN BE FOUND AT W-H-J-E DOT COM. [8:30-8:47]



CLIP OF CRYSTAL PLAYING HER VIOLA FADES IN, THEN OUT [8:48-9:05]



